
State budget haemorrhages, 
is taken to shit hospital

EVERYTHING’S FUCKED: THE CRISIS IN OUR STUFF

The State budget has haemorrhaged overnight, with 
Treasuer Michael Egan warning that NSW may be in the red 
this year. An exclusive Tharunka recontextualisation has 
revealed that the State is now in the grip of crisis.

NSW Health Minister Morris Iemma 
has announced a reorganisation of 
the State’s health system, which has 
run $20 million over budget and 
been stalked by the shadow of death.
The trend rate of deaths per birth 
is hovering around a shocking 1.0, 
equivalent to many third-world na-
tions.
Addressing a press conference, Mr 
Iemma said that the State’s Hospi-
tal Districts will be replaced by Area 
Health Services, ‘to achieve greater 
effi ciency and better patient care’. 
The hospital board system will be 
abolished to ‘end waste and duplica-
tion’.
After a brief interruption from an 
aide, the Minister apologised to jour-
nalists, explaining that he had ac-
cidentally read from last year’s press 
release. ‘The discredited Area Health 
Services will be replaced with in-
novative new Health Care Regions,’ 
he continued, ‘to achieve greater ef-
fi ciency and better patient care’. ‘We 
are taking the radical step of forming 
‘hospital boards’,’ the Minister con-
tinued, ‘to terminate duplication and 
waste.’

The Minister reaffi rmed his Gov-
ernment’s commitment to shifting 
resources from bureaucracy to front-
line clinical services, announcing the 
sacking of 200 staff from the Depart-
ment of Health.
A new umbrella body, the Health 
Care Advisory Council, will be formed 
to ‘develop state health plans and 
provide advice to hospitals and clini-
cians’. The new body is the keystone 
of the government’s drive to improve 
standards of care, according to Mr 
Iemma, and will have 200 staff.
The changes follow an Independent 
Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal re-
port which concluded that the Area 
Health Services were ‘ineffi cient, with 
many operations duplicated.’ Some 
gallbladders were removed three or 
even four times.
Under questioning, the Minister 
admitted the plan may mean fewer 
doctors, and was presented with a 
bouquet and cheese platter from the 
Midwives’ Association.
The State’s doctors unanimously 
called for the size of their parking 
spaces to be linked to Jeep Grand 
Cherokee width infl ation.

Drive-by shootings, rail accidents, 
stamp duty and hospitals widely be-
lieved to be failing: the State govern-
ment has been no stranger to contro-
versy in recent months.
As of 7pm EST yesterday, however, 
the Government is in Category 1 dam-
age control after exaggeration caused 
several imagined crises to merge 
overnight. Labor spin doctors are 
currently fi ghting a 30 km front near 
Liverpool in Sydney’s south-west.

Witnesses described the State’s 
much-vaunted hospital train—the 
eight carriage casualty ward with yel-
low doors that crashed through the 
Menangle Bridge three days ago—as 
being rocked by a series of shootings 
that may be related to excessive rates 
of stamp duty.
Deputy Premier Andrew Refshauge 
asked Tharunka, ‘What do you want 
from me?’
‘Do you want me to bleed?’
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‘Please exit the 
State in an orderly 
fashion’

JOHN BROGDEN

‘The time has come 
to demolish NSW’

CLOVER MOORE

’I have so much 
time on my hands, 
I plan to run for 
Governor’

HONI SOIT EDITORIAL

‘Surely there’s
a violent way

to resolve our
problems’

UNSW

‘The Premier lost 
his laptop. I fi nd 

no evidence of 
wrongdoing’

Insightful students offer advice

Dear Tharunka,
I am a single parent of 35 with two 
lively children. I have been in a 
relationship for over two years but 
we have our own properties. My 
boyfriend spends most of his time 
at our house, but if things aren’t 
going too well he walks out and goes 

home sulking. He will not contact me 
afterwards and I always have to make 
the fi rst move to sort things out. He 
says he is not ready to commit until he 
knows in his mind that he is 100 per 
cent sure. He says the only doubt is 
that he would love the children as he 
has none and I can’t have any more. 
He also says he has been taken for a 
ride twice and does not want to be left 
with nothing. How will I know if he 
loves me? Does he have a problem in 
committing? Am I wasting my time? 

I do love him and couldn’t imagine 
life without him.
Amanda

Dear Amanda,
As a woman I feel obliged to advise 
you, because in about half an hour’s 
time around seven guys are going to 
slag you.  So I say to you, shut up and 
get back in the kitchen. 
No one likes a whinge least of all a 

Many people who write to Tharunka
have personal problems. We asked 
the team at [insert comedy] to 
answer one such letter.
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